
The (N)on Commercial Gallery was started in 1984 with an aim to 
“reclaim a portion of the public sphere for commentary from its 
constituents,” where such commentary can facilitate “a critical 
awareness of culture and possibilities of change.”

Letters to (N)on Com invited participants to write a letter / 
proposal to the (N)on Com, keeping in mind the year and the era 
surrounding 1984, recalling what it is you would have liked to 
have said, what you couldn’t have said–nor could you have fore-
told, looking back from the vantage point of 2018. By doing so, 
we revisited the (N)on Com’s endeavour bringing this forward 
into the future. Letters to (N)on Com was an opportunity to up-
date what we know as non-commercial, nonconsumptive enterprise, 
with insight into what we are facing today—the threat of cli-
mate change, the consequences of disaster capitalism, the peak 
of resource extraction, the rise of extremes, etc.

Participants were invited to type via analog typewriters, to 
handwrite, or draw their letters / proposals on the supplied 
paper.
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Letters to (N)on Com (Response to Vancouver Association for 
Noncommercial Culture fonds) by Laiwan. Courtesy of the artist.

































Laiwan is an artist and writer with a 
practice based in poetics and philosophy. 
Born in Zimbabwe of Chinese parents, her 
family immigrated to Canada in 1977 to 
leave the war in Rhodesia. She founded 
OR Gallery in 1983. Laiwan has been in-
vestigating embodiment through performa-
tivity, audio, music, improvisation, and 
other media. Recent commissions focus on 
current questions of the environment and 
built cityscape of Vancouver. She teach-
es Interdisciplinary Arts at Goddard Col-
lege, Port Townsend, WA, and is based in 
Vancouver.
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